Minutes
GDUI Board of Directors Meeting
November 3, 2025

1.  The GDUI Board of Directors convened a meeting via the GDUI Board e-mail list on Monday, November 3, 2025,.

2.  Attendance:

Sarah Calhoun, President, 
Liz Bottner,1st Vice President, 
Maria Hansen, 2nd Vice President,
Penny Reeder, Immediate Past President,
Maria Kristic, Treasurer,
Lynn Merrill, Secretary,
Patty Fletcher, , Director 1,
Lolly Lijewski, Director 2
Olivia Norman, Director 3,
Vickie Kennedy, Director 4,
Terrie Terlau, Director 5
Andrea Conner, Director 6,
3.  Discussion:  

a.  M. Allman, , Senior Specialist, Advocacy and Government Relations from The Seeing Eye, Inc., requested support from GDUI with respect to pending legislation in New Jersey (NJ S3596/A5140 Increases penalties for denying access to public facilities, NJT, and transportation network companies to service dogs and their handlers) .  S3596
b. The GDUI Advocacy and Legislative Affairs Committee presented letters to the Board addressed to the Senate and Assembly for its consideration, asking for approval of the letters as written using unanimous written consent.  L. Merrill presented revised letters with modifications.  
c. Motion (Kristic/Hansen) to accept the revised letters passed wit unanimous written consent.  
Respectfully,

Lynn Merrill
Secretary



November 5, 2025 
The Honorable Shanique Speight 
Chairwoman, Assembly Aging and Human Services Committee 

Re: A5140/ S3596 - Increases penalties for denying access to public facilities, NJT, and transportation network companies to service dogs and their handlers

Dear Assemblywoman Speight, 

On behalf of Guide Dog Users, Inc. (GDUI), we respectfully request that you favorably consider supporting and posting A5140 for an upcoming hearing in the Assembly Aging and Human Services Committee. GDUI supports the proposed amendments that will increase penalties but not impose imprisonment. 

The impact of this legislation will enable law enforcement to hold businesses and other entities accountable for discrimination against people with disabilities working with service animals. Additionally, it will provide greater opportunities for education about the right to equal access that federal and state laws provide.

According to a survey of 14 Guide Dog Schools in 2024, there are over 18,000 working guide dog teams in the US and Canada.    Approximately two thirds of the states have laws that include criminal penalties for discriminatory denial or interference with access to those thousands of service dog teams. New Jersey is one of few states where it is not a criminal offense to deny or interfere with access for service dog teams. States surrounding New Jersey, including New York, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, and Delaware, have laws making it a finable or criminal offense to deny access or interfere with the access rights of service dog teams.

To deny those access rights, which are protected under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is not only illegal, it leaves the team in sometimes dangerous situations (such as standing curbside, in dark and inclement weather, when the ride-share driver pulls alongside, then quickly drives away once the service dog is noticed), or abandoned outside of an establishment where they are seeking rest or an evening with friends (such as hotels and restaurants).  To deny entry to a service dog team is synonymous with denying entry to one with eyeglasses, hearing aids, or a wheelchair.

Thank you for favorably considering that the access for service dog handlers in New Jersey can be significantly improved by passing S3596/A5140, legislation which “Increases penalties for denying access to public facilities, NJT, and transportation network companies to service dogs and their handlers.”

For further information or questions, please reach out to Liz Bottner, Chairperson of the GDUI Advocacy and Legislative Affairs Committee at advocacy@guidedogusersinc.org.

Respectfully,


Sarah Calhoun
President


November 5, 2025 
The Honorable Joe Vitale
Chair, Senate Health Committee 

Re: A5140/ S3596 - Increases penalties for denying access to public facilities, NJT, and transportation network companies to service dogs and their handlers

Dear Senator Vitale, 

On behalf of Guide Dog Users, Inc. (GDUI), we respectfully request that you favorably consider supporting and posting S3596 for an upcoming hearing in the Senate Health Committee. GDUI supports the proposed amendments that will increase penalties but not impose imprisonment. 

The impact of this legislation will enable law enforcement to hold businesses and other entities accountable for discrimination against people with disabilities working with service animals. Additionally, it will provide greater opportunities for education about the right to equal access that federal and state laws provide.

According to a survey of 14 Guide Dog Schools in 2024, there are over 18,000 working guide dog teams in the US and Canada.    Approximately two thirds of the states have laws that include criminal penalties for discriminatory denial or interference with access to those thousands of service dog teams. New Jersey is one of few states where it is not a criminal offense to deny or interfere with access for service dog teams. States surrounding New Jersey, including New York, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, and Delaware, have laws making it a finable or criminal offense to deny access or interfere with the access rights of service dog teams.

To deny those access rights, which are protected under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is not only illegal, it leaves the team in sometimes dangerous situations (such as standing curbside, in dark and inclement weather, when the ride-share driver pulls alongside, then quickly drives away once the service dog is noticed), or abandoned outside of an establishment where they are seeking rest or an evening with friends (such as hotels and restaurants).  To deny entry to a service dog team is synonymous with denying entry to one with eyeglasses, hearing aids, or a wheelchair.

Thank you for favorably considering that the access for service dog handlers in New Jersey can be significantly improved by passing S3596/A5140, legislation which “Increases penalties for denying access to public facilities, NJT, and transportation network companies to service dogs and their handlers.”

For further information or questions, please reach out to Liz Bottner, Chairperson of the GDUI Advocacy and Legislative Affairs Committee at advocacy@guidedogusersinc.org.

Respectfully,


Sarah Calhoun
President



