Minutes
GDUI Board of Directors Meeting
August 8, 2026

1.  The GDUI Board of Directors convened on Saturday, August 8, 2026, at 1:00 pm eastern via Zoom.

2.  Attendance:

a.  Board Members Present:
Sarah Calhoun, President, 
Liz Bottner,1st Vice President, 
Maria Hansen, 2nd Vice President,
,Penny Reeder, Immediate Past President,
Lynn Merrill, Secretary,
Lolly Lijewski, Director 2,
Olivia Norman, Director 3,
Terrie Terlau, Director 5,
Janet Ingber, Director 6,
Joyce Feinberg, Affiliates Liaison,
Andrea Giudice, Editor,
Vickie Curley, Guide Dog Schools Liaison, 

b. Board members Excused (E) or Absent (A)
Maria Kristic, Treasurer, (E)
Patty Fletcher, Director 1, (E)
Vickie Kennedy, Director 4, (E)

c. Invited Guests:
Dixie Sanderson, Membership Data Base Manager and Nominating Committee Chair (P),
Tammy Robbins, DAPP Committee Chair, (P)
Rachel Schroder, ACB Board Liaison (P), 
Melanie Brunson, GDUI Parliamentarian, (E)

d.  Others Present: GDUI members who were in attendance were invited to announce themselves.  Six members announced their presence.

3. Approval of Agenda: the Agenda was submitted prior to the meeting.  President Calhoun called for changes or corrections; hearing none, a motion to approve the Agenda (Bottner/Reeder) passed unanimously by acclamation.

4.  Announcements: Meeting Protocol -  if one wishes the floor, please do not interrupt; members who wish to comment will be asked to state their name when the person speaking has finished.  Those who have stated their names will be called upon in the order in which they were stated.  GDUI members in attendance may make comments prior to the Board voting on an issue.

5.  Approval of minutes:   Minutes of the May 30, 2026 , Board of Directors Meeting were distributed to members prior to the meeting.  President Calhoun called for any changes.  Corrections noted were changing the ACB Liaison’s first name from Rebecca to Rachel, and the word “scor” should be corrected to “score” in the Affiliate Liaison Report in paragraph 12.  Hearing no other changes, the minutes were approved with corrections noted.

6.  Acceptance of Treasurer’s Reports:  Treasurer’s Reports for May, June, and July , 2026 were not available for the meeting.  

7.  Program Report:  President Calhoun reported that the 2026 convention was a huge success.  V. Curley, Program Chairperson,  and her friend, Beth Hensen, clearly worked enthusiastically to organize a meaningful set of programs, inviting Bark-A-Lounge, and provided significant help to all attendees.  Special thanks and recognition were given to Purina/Nestle for sponsoring the Bark-A-Lounge and to Calhoun’s family members who greeted guests and offered delightful salesmanship throughout the convention.  Nearly all of the products were sold.  The generous donation of five plush dogs in harness resulted in $1,705.00 in ticket sales.  J. Feinberg reported that all of the virtual programs have been edited and the in-person programs are in the process of being edited with a release goal of the end of August 2026.  

8.  Advocacy and Legislative Affairs Committee:    a ride-share position statement was submitted to the Board for review prior to the meeting.  Motion (Bottner/Reeder) to approve the statement carried unanimously by acclamation.

9.  Resolutions:  P. Reeder expressed concern that C. Stanley does not believe that, despite the numerous ride-share denials to its members, specifically, guide dog handlers and white cane users, there is any conflict of interest on the part of ACB by accepting funds from Uber. She suggested that GDUI draft a resolution for consideration during the 2027 ACB Conference and Convention.  President Calhoun will appoint an ad hoc  Resolutions Committee to draft a resolution.

10.  Nominating Committee:  a Showcase of GDUI Board positions is scheduled for August, 12, at 7:30pm eastern.  A ZOOM link will be sent out to all members prior to the meeting.

11.  Editor’s Report:  A. Giudice reported the next issue of “PAWS” will be published a little late so that the latest program information can be included.  An audio version will be available, beginning with the June 2026 issue.  J. Feinberg added the files are available (2 files because they are five hours long) on our web server.  Access information will be sent to the mail group lists.    P. Reeder expressed gratitude to R. Morin and J. Feinberg for their extraordinary efforts in getting the publication on ACB Media.  Eleven Labs was used for this version but they are exploring other options.

12.  Awards Committee:  O. Norman 
Reported that no nominations were submitted for the Moffitt Glietz award, two awards were granted for the Ethel Bender award, and one was granted for the Lieberg/Metz Award.  She thanked L. Lijewski, B. Davidson, and S. Calhoun for their contributions to the committee.  Norman indicated that the committee has had discussion about revamping the processes in receiving, considering, and granting the awards.  Some logistical issues were identified with the vendor and with receiving nominations.   Further open discussion revealed significant concerns about the process with the awarding of the Lieberg/Metz award this year which included:

· The recipient of the award self-nominated themselves (not specifically disallowed but questionable).
· The award was granted for a book that had not been published until two weeks after the deadline for submitting nominations, thereby questioning what impact the book had on the guide dog community.
· A nomination was made for a person who is well known in the community for their media relations through podcasts, articles, and media.
· Reportedly, the recipient of the award and one member of the committee were close friends demonstrated through Facebook posts and comments made at the awards ceremony raising the concern that the member of the committee ought to have recused themselves from the committee discussion for the award.
· The recipient of the award announced their receiving the award on Facebook eight days  prior to the Awards Celebration thereby breeching the secrecy of the award until the presentation.
· There may not have been consistency in researching the recipients or querying for further details beyond the nomination.

Motion (Lijewski/Hansen) that the Awards Committee prepare an After Action Report addressing the concerns raised about the process.  Motion carried unanimously by acclamation.

13. Schedule of Meetings:

Saturday, September 26 at 1:00pm eastern, 
Saturday, November 21 at 1:00pm eastern (moved from the 28th due to the Thanksgiving Holiday weekend)
The Annual Membership meeting will change from being traditionally on Saturday to Sunday, October 18 at 5:00pm eastern.
Elections will begin on Tuesday, October 20, 2026. 

R. Schroder advised that the affiliate scorecards are due at the end of November.  If GDUI would like to do that, she is happy to facilitate that; it would take a special Board meeting that could last a few hours.  It allows the organization to look at itself to identify strengths and areas for improvement.

14.  DAPP:  T. Robbins reported that she will coordinate with J. Feinberg to create a PSA.

15.  Guide Dog School Liaison:  V. Curley reported she will coordinate with A. Giudice and P. Reeder on the Guide Dog School Surveys.

16.  Adjournment:  in the absence of further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:20pm.

Respectfully,

Lynn Merrill
Secretary


[bookmark: _Hlk209273782]GDUI Advocacy and Legislative Affairs Committee Report - August 2026
Date: August 5, 2026

The below report provides information related to the activity of the GDUI Advocacy and Legislative Affairs Committee from May, 2026 to the present.

Recent GDUI Position Statements
Attached to this report is the revised position statement on ride share, which is being submitted to the board for possible approval at its August, 2026 meeting.

Respectfully Submitted,
Liz Bottner - Chair, GDUI Advocacy and Legislative Affairs Committee 

GDUI Position Statement: Guide Dog Users Inc. advocates for equal access for all passengers who travel with service dogs

Guide Dog Users Inc. (GDUI), advocates for equal access for all passengers who travel with service dogs, regardless of whether or not they choose to self-identify.
Therefore, GDUI advocates for ride-sharing companies to adopt comprehensive, equitable practices by:
· Implementing swift investigation protocols for all discrimination complaints
· Enhancing the enforcement of existing mandatory training on driver responsibilities and the rights of passengers who travel with service dogs
· Establishing clear, consistent penalties for access denials
· Designing privacy-protecting complaint systems
· Collaborating with guide dog organizations on policy development
· Providing advocacy groups with more information about how incidents of discrimination are investigated and resolved

Path Forward
GDUI calls for equal access for all passengers who travel with service dogs. Our organization stands ready to collaborate with ride-sharing companies to develop effective, equitable solutions that address the widespread discrimination guide dog handlers face while preserving their dignity and rights.
We seek a genuine and demonstrable commitment to equal access with a goal of ending discrimination by ride share drivers against passengers who travel with service dogs. This means creating systems that work for everyone.

***end***

Affiliates Liaison Report

Hello All,

I only have one thing to report since the last Board meeting. We had decided that we were not going to meet in July due to the timing of the National Convention. The next time we will be meeting is the third Wednesday in September at 8:00 PM ET.

The Texas Affiliate reached out to me after the last Board meeting, and we will hopefully have a representative at our next meeting. That is the only thing I have to report.

Submitted by,
Joyce Feinberg
GDUI Affiliate Liaison
***end***

Awards Committee Report
Hi Board,
Here is the awards committee report for 2026.

The GDUI Awards committee consisted of Olivia Norman, Becky Davidson, Lolly Lijewski and Sarah Calhoun.
This year GDUI presented two Ethel Bender Awards. One was presented to Jan Abbott of The Seeing Eye and the other was presented posthumously to Eric Loori of Freedom Guide dogs.
The Lieberg-Netz Media Award was presented to Deni Elliott for her new book.
GDUI received no nominations for the Moffitt-Glietz award so we were able to present two Ethel Bender Awards.
Production of Plaques is in process with the Vender.
GDUI received a concern about the Awards process which has been addressed.
Congratulations to the recipients and thanks to all who submitted nominations.
Respectfully submitted,
Olivia Norman
Awards committee chair.


***end***
Budget and Finance Committee Report

In September, the Budget and Finance Committee will reach out to Board members, Committee Chairs and other special interest leaders and ask them to analyze their respective activities and to propose expected income and expenses for the upcoming 2027 calendar year.  To assist with this process, the B & F Committee will provide your committee’s 2026 budget along with  a spread sheet of actual expenses.  

The Budget and Finance Committee is tasked with preparing a draft budget that reflects the realistic expected income as well as the expected  expenses for GDUI for the coming year.  The B & F Committee will review all proposals and try to give favorable consideration to all important projected expenses that are compatible with our mission/purposes.  

The Committee will submit a draft budget to the Board early in November so the Board will have time to review it and vote on passage during the November Board meeting. 

Please send your budget requests to me at 
budget@guidedogusersinc.org
or to Maria K at
treasurer@guidedogusersinc.org          

Respectfully submitted,
The Budget and Finance Committee

***end***

Editor’s Report

Greetings,

The August issue of Paws will be postponed a bit so that all post-convention information can be included. To tide everyone over, the June issue will be available in the new audible version.
Respectfully submitted,
Andrea Giudice, Editor

***end***
Guide Dog Schools Liaison Report
Good Saturday morning to you all. I hope this note finds you all healthy and happy. Well, I have two reports for you, but I thought I’d go ahead and do them separately. The first is the Guidedogs school liaison report and as you can imagine it has been quite a busy time for me. When Anna stepped down due to an over abundance of responsibility the work that she had done was truly a help. I was able to pick up on what she had already done and move forward with putting together the highly anticipated Guide Dogs school update. We had 14 schools scheduled to present, but only one did not make it in. It was wonderful to hear all that our schools are up to and what they hope to accomplish in this next upcoming year. I’m so grateful for all that attended and especially for the schools themselves for a wonderful well-thought-out presentation.  We are almost completed with our newest Guide dog school survey and hope to get that out very soon. I have already let the schools know that it would be coming and they have all said that they would be very willing to fill it out and return it back as soon as possible. Thanks to all who have helped to put the updated survey together. 
All the Lords blessings from Vicki and Eastwood   

***end***

Membership Committee Report

The Membership Committee did not have a meeting in the month of June.
We were all busy getting ready for and having convention.
We decided at our main meeting that is what we would do.
We will meet again in August, and discuss the fall season of events to be held.
 I do not know if I will be able to attend the August 8 board meeting, I will inform you officially if I cannot.
I did miss one board meeting that I did not notify for because I slept through it. Sorry about that. So I don’t know how many more I can not be at. Anyway, that’s it from us. If any of my Committee has anything to add that they may have done that would assist the Membership in someway during the convention that they would like to reply here and speak on they may do so. Because all of you are here. Smiley face.
Have a great rest of your day 

***end***

Membership Database Manager Report
The GDUI membership currently stands at:
Annual Members:226
Life Members:109
Total Membership: 335
Of that number we have 167 affiliate members

Respectfully submitted,

Dixie Sanderson
Guide Dog Users Inc.
Membership Database Manager

***end***

Nominating Committee Report
The 2026 GDUI Elections will begin Tuesday, October 20, 2026 at 9:00am eastern and end Monday, October 26, 2026 at 5:00pm eastern.


GDUI is seeking candidates for the following positions in our October 2026 elections:

· President – 2-year term
· First Vice President – 2-year term 
· Second Vice President – 2-year term
· Secretary – 2-year term
· Treasurer – 2-year term
· Two Directors – 3-year term

All GDUI members in good standing are eligible to run for a position on the GDUI Board. By the deadline of Friday, August 21, 2026, interested candidates should submit, via e-mail to the Nominating Committee, a completed application form that may be found online 

GDUI members who have paid their dues by this year's record date of Monday, August 31, 2026, will be eligible to vote in the October elections. If you have not renewed your membership, now is the time to do so. This will allow you to vote to fill the open Board positions, as well as to accept or reject any proposed Bylaws change(s) that members have recommended.


In order to be eligible to vote in the 2026 GDUI election, your 2026 GDUI dues must have been received on or before the record date of August 31, 2026.

If you wish to run for any of the 2026 positions which are up for election, we need to receive your completed application by close of business on Friday, August 21, 2026.

We will hold two telephonic candidates’ Forums prior to the election.  Dates and phone numbers for these calls will be announced soon.


If you are thinking of running for one of the GDUI Board positions, we welcome your candidacy! The application for candidacy may be found here Application Form for GDUI Board of Directors Position - Guide Dog Users, Inc. (GDUI) 


Respectfully submitted,
Dixie Sanderson
Nominating Committee Chair

***end***

Program Committee Report
Good Saturday morning once again everyone. First of all, I would like to thank my program committee, Penny Reader, Sarah Calhoun, and Tammy Robins for all the incredible hard work that they put into putting our GDUI program together for both the virtual as well as the in person convention. You can certainly imagine that this undertaking was a tremendous amount of work and never could have come together without all of their help. We truly do feel that the program was a success with three virtual programs and three in person. We gave eight door prizes out to the virtual attendees from the list of those who contributed $10 to Guide Dog Users and we gave 12 door prizes out to those who were in attendance. Several of the door prizes were donated by Seeing Eye, CNIB Guidedogs, leader dogs and fidelco.  We are so very grateful for their willingness to contribute. Who doesn’t like a little bit of Guide Dog school swag.  The program committee is so very grateful for Nestlé Purina sponsorship of our Barco lounge this year. We had lots of toys and doggy things to sell and due to some hard-core sales technique from Sarah‘s granddaughter, lolly, we really almost cleared out the room. We were very blessed to have volunteers from Sarah‘s family, Lisa and Jayla and Lolly as well as my friend Beth who absolutely stepped up and we’re invaluable to the success of our barco lounge this year. The Hava dogs were a story in and of themselves. People loved coming in and meeting with the five beautiful dogs in harness and buying tickets to hopefully take one home with them. We do have the report with regard to what each Dog garnered from ticket sales, but let’s just say that the end result was absolutely tremendous. I don’t have that specific information in front of me right now, but I would certainly be willing to go over it during the meeting.  The response from our six virtual and in person sessions have, for the most part, been very positive. There were a few times when folks had a little trouble hearing, but for the most part I think that the recordings that were made will be very good. We had our first of course which was the Guide Dogs school update session and I’m so grateful for the 13th schools that presented. Our next was three of the schools, Leader Dogs for the Blind, Guide Dogs For The Blind, and CNIB Guidedogs sharing about the mobility programs that they offer to their students and in two cases anyone who might be interested.  Our third virtual program was put on by Mike May and Ron Brooks talking about driverless cars. Thank you to all of these who truly presented a well thought out and informative presentation. Our in person session started with The, Best in breed, which was a whole lot of fun. We had Rebecca Floyd as our Doberman, we had Maria Hanson as our Shepherd, we had Ruthy Tips as our labrador golden Cross, incidentally who stepped in at the very last minute, we had Chris from Canada as our golden retriever, we had Sue Crawford as our Lolly, and Tammy Robins as our labrador, Penny Reeder as our collie and certainly, last but not least, Sarah Calhoun as our poodle. It was so much fun to hear about these different breeds and I truly believe that folks got quite the insight as to why these wonderful dogs are used as guides. Our second session was unusual jobs by Dog Guide handlers and we had the pleasure of hearing from Leslie Hamric who is a cello with the symphony and Shawn Makepeace who works at the St. Louis zoo. You will have to listen to the recording of that session to get the full impact of how wonderful these two ladies were able to work in a job that isn’t thought of as a per job for a blind person. I had the pleasure of presenting about my dog training experience in different areas other than service Dog work. Anytime I get a chance to talk about dogs I am all for it. Our final session was the one that I truly was looking forward to the most. We had the pleasure of hearing from Hava Hegenbarth who who is the wonderful artist who shares her talent with us each year and at least one and this year it was five harnessed dogs. We truly enjoyed hearing from her and her sharing some funny stories and a few that were quite heart stopping was the highlight of the convention.  We finished up the last session with awards from our wonderful awards committee and then the names were shared with the group there as well as on Zoom as to who won the five beautiful dogs. We have that specific information that can be shared with anyone and if you would like me to have it prepared for the meeting I can do that. Many of you know that we also sponsored a wine tasting that was put on by gabriel lopez kafati. I attended the second one which was held on Wednesday, 29 July. Gabriel did an amazing job and both wine tastings were sold out.  Again, I can’t thank all enough who came and participated in all the goodies that we had at the Purina Barco lounge and all those who helped and all those who truly do seem to believe in what Guide Dog Users is all about. We did also sign up a few new members as well as renew a few others.  Thank you so very much for reading this novel and I hope everyone has a wonderful rest of your Saturday.
All the Lords blessings from Vicki and Eastwood 
***end***

Special Concerns Committee Report

The Gdui Special Concerns Committee has sent one support card since our last Board meeting.
Terrie Terlau
Special Concerns Committee Chairperson

***end***



