Minutes
GDUI Board of Directors Meeting
May 30, 2026

1.  The GDUI Board of Directors convened on Saturday, May 30, 2026, at 1:00 pm eastern via Zoom.

2.  Attendance:

a.  Board Members Present:
Sarah Calhoun, President, 
Liz Bottner,1st Vice President, 
Maria Hansen, 2nd Vice President,
,Penny Reeder, Immediate Past President,
Maria Kristic, Treasurer,
Lynn Merrill, Secretary,
Patty Fletcher, Director 1,
Lolly Lijewski, Director 2,
Olivia Norman, Director 3,
Vickie Kennedy, Director 4
Terrie Terlau, Director 5,
Janet Ingber, Director 6,
Joyce Feinberg, Affiliates Liaison,
Andrea Giudice, Editor,
Guide Dog Schools Liaison, Vacant 

b. Board members Excused (E) or Absent (A)

c. Invited Guests:
Dixie Sanderson, Membership Data Base Manager and Nominating Committee Chair (P),
Tammy Robbins, DAPP Committee Chair, (P)
Rebecca Schroder, ACB Board Liaison (P), 
Melanie Brunson, GDUI Parliamentarian, (E)
Vicki Curley, Program Committee Chair, (E),

d.  Others Present: GDUI members who were in attendance were invited to announce themselves.  Five members announced their presence.

3. Approval of Agenda: the Agenda was submitted prior to the meeting.  President Calhoun called for changes or corrections; changes noted were to add a report from the Editor concerning having “PAWS” on ACB, and add verbal reports from the Affiliate Liaison, Fundraising Chairperson,  and DAPP chairperson.  Motion to approve the Agenda with noted changes (Merrill/Reeder) passed unanimously by acclamation.

4.  Announcements: 

a. President Calhoun offered condolences on behalf of GDUI to the family of Eric Loori of Freedom Guide Dog School.  A formal letter of condolences will be prepared by J. Ingber to send to his family. 

b.   Meeting protocol:  if one wishes the floor, please do not interrupt; members who wish to comment will be asked to state their name when the person speaking has finished.  Those who have stated their names will be called upon in the order in which they were stated.  GDUI members in attendance may make comments prior to the Board voting on an issue.

5.  Approval of minutes:   Minutes of the March 28, 2026 , Board of Directors Meeting were distributed to members prior to the meeting.  President Calhoun called for any changes.  Hearing none, the minutes were approved as submitted.

6.  Acceptance of Treasurer’s Reports:  Treasurer’s Reports for March and April, 2026 were not available for the meeting.  

7. ACB Liaison Report:  President Calhoun introduced Rebecca Schroder, the new ACB Liaison, succeeding Chris Bell.  Rebecca told a little about herself and underscored that she is with GDUI to do all she can with issues related to ACB.  Further, she is willing to help facilitate GDUI in completing an affiliate scorecard if needed.

8.  Guide Dog Schools Survey:  President Calhoun announced that A. Martinez has resigned as Guide Dog Schools Liaison and in the interim, A. Giudice has volunteered to assume the task of finalizing the schools survey.  Giudice noted that there are some redundancies in some questions and would like to revise the survey to eliminate those.  She asked L. Merrill to assist (L. Botner and O. Norman also offered to assist if needed).

9.  Appointment of Guide Dog Schools Liaison:  President Calhoun appointed Vickie Curley as Guide Dog Schools Liaison.  A motion to approve the appointment (Norman/Hansen) passed unanimously by acclamation.

10.  Program Update:

a.  T. Terlau asked if the Bark-A-Lounge could be better highlighted in the ACB programming.  It was suggested that the convention newspaper and that the GDUI Budget does allow for an ad.  Motion: that the Bark-A-Lounge, sponsored by Nestle/Purina, also be listed in other ongoing activities (Kristic/Terlau(.  Motion passed unanimously by acclamation. 
b. The Program Committee will provide, for the website, information about the Bark-A-Lounge, credit to the Nestle/Purina sponsor, and information about the plush dogs in harness drawings.
c. Delegates:  Nominations representative for GDUI will be O. Norman, the Delegate will be A. Chiapetta, and the Alternate Delegate will be D. Sanderson.

11.  Editor’s report: 

a.  A. Giudice reported the June issue is nearly ready for publication.  
b. P. Reeder announced that R. Morin of ACB Media has agreed to put “PAWS” on one of the ACB channels.  This would provide for a much wider audience.  The publication would need to be recorded and J. Feinberg has graciously provided the first month of a subscription to 11 Labs, which provides text to speech translations at a cost of $22.00 per month (up to 300,000 characters).  M. Kristic advised that an annual, rather than monthly fee is reduced by approximately 10%. Motion: add line item for Eleven Labs up to $250.00 for an annual subscription in order to record “PAWS” and other documents deemed appropriate (Terlau/Reeder). Motion passed unanimously by acclamation. 

12.  Affiliate Liaison Report:  J. Feinberg reported that one issue that emanated from the last meeting was that several groups will be looking at the Seeing Eye scor-cards as a potential tool to use.  She also asked that representatives from Texas, Massachusetts, Kentucky-anna, and Hawaii try to attend the affiliate meetings.  The next meeting is the third Wednesday in September at 8:00pm eastern.  S. Calhoun suggested that the Seeing Eye report cards be put on the GDUI website.   

13.  DAPP:  T. Robbins reported that she is exploring creating a Public Service Announcement for ACB Media to highlight the support provided by the DAPP and GDUI.

14.  Fundraising Committee:  V. Kennedy reported that the committee is exploring 
Working with Blind Girl Designs, “signature” tee’s, sweatshirts, hoodies, tote bags, and blankets, to design items to sell, with a portion of the profits going to GDUI,.   A deposit of $500.00 is needed for her to develop designs, which will be returned when sales begin.  Motion to add a line item of $500.00 for Blind Girl Designs (Reeder/Terlau) passed unanimously by acclamation.

15.  Membership Committee:  P. Fletcher thanked all who attended the last Mix ‘n’ Mingle and those who have consistently supported all the programs.

16.  President Calhoun congratulated M. Meigs for winning the DKM award.

17.  Schedule of Meetings:

Saturday, August 8 at 1:00pm eastern, (moved from July 25 due to the ACB Conference and Convention)
Saturday, September 26 at 1:00pm eastern, 
Saturday, November 21 at 1:00pm eastern (moved from the 28th due to the Thanksgiving Holiday weekend)
The Annual Membership meeting will change from being traditionally on Saturday to Sunday, October 18 at 5:00pm eastern.

18.  Adjournment: in the absence of further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:15pm eastern.

Respectfully,

Lynn Merrill
Secretary




[bookmark: _Hlk209273782]GDUI Advocacy and Legislative Affairs Committee Report - May 2026
Date: May 25, 2026

The below report provides information related to the activity of the GDUI Advocacy and Legislative Affairs Committee from March, 2026 to the present.

Recent GDUI Position Statements
The revised GDUI position statement on airlines was approved at the GDUI March 28, 2026 board meeting. The ride share position statement is still being revised and will be submitted to the GDUI board for consideration once that has taken place.

A Request for GDUI Support from Mountain State Council of the Blind Regarding Draft Legislation Around Protection for Service Animal Handlers
In early March 2026, GDUI (Sarah Calhoun) was contacted by the Mountain State Council of the Blind (the West Virginia affiliate of the American Council of the Blind) with an ask for GDUI to support draft legislation they had written around protection for service animal handlers. This communication was relayed by Sarah to the GDUI Advocacy Committee. The GDUI Advocacy Committee agreed to consider supporting this effort on behalf of GDUI. This was communicated to Mountain State Council, with an ask to send the committee draft letters of support for consideration. Mountain State Council relayed that they would be back in touch with the GDUI Advocacy Committee once the West Virginia primary elections had taken place to move forward with collaborating on this effort. Once the GDUI Advocacy Committee has drafted letters of support, they will be sent to the GDUI board for possible approval. More information about the West Virginia bill protecting service animal handlers can be found at the below link:

SB 688 Text

Respectfully Submitted,
Liz Bottner - Chair, GDUI Advocacy and Legislative Affairs Committee 
***end***
Hi Board,

Here is the awards committee report for may 27th 2026. The committee has sent the announcement to members three times and will send it out one more time this week. The deadline to submit nominations is June 1, 2026. So far we have two nominations for the Ethel Bender award, no nominations for the  Moffitt-Gleitz Award and one nomination for the Lieberg-Metz Media Award. If you would like to send your nominations and honor someone who has made a significant difference in the lives of guide dog users, please send your entries to awards@guidedogusersinc.org no later than Monday, June 1, 2026. The committee is looking forward to hearing from you and to recognizing recipients at convention.

Respectfully submitted,
Olivia Norman, Awards committee chair.


***end***

Bylaws Committee
The GDUI Bylaws Committee is comprised of:
Sarah Calhoun, President
Maria Hansen, 2nd Vice President
Maria Kristic, Treasurer
Megan Meigs, Life Member
Ellen Telkar, Member
Lynn Merrill, Secretary and Chair

The Bylaws Committee will send notices to the membership soliciting proposals to amend the GDUI Bylaws on June 1 and July 1 with a closing date in early August.  The committee will convene to review all  proposals and prepare ballot language for those that are justified.

Respectfully,

Lynn Merrill
Chairperson, GDUI Bylaws Committee

***end***

Editor’s Report
Greetings,

AS the weather heats up outside, I am burning up the keyboard finalizing the June issue of Paws for GDUI News You Can Use! I am very pleased with how it is shaping up and can’t wait to launch it!

I have already gotten a jump  on the next 4 issues, so I am counting this as a win!! *smile*
We, the Paws team, appreciate those who have been sending in stories, articles and other items. Please don’t forget to keep them coming. If you are just not feeling the whole submitting something in your own words thing- how about sharing a favorite recipe; telling everyone about a great new app or blog; filling us in on a webinar; or forwarding an article you found interesting, informative or simply fun!

[bookmark: _Hlk157096410]As always, I thank Penny and the team for making Paws for GDUI News You Can Use, fabulous!

Respectfully submitted
Andrea
Andrea Giudice, Editor

***end***

Fundraising Committee

Aloha GDUI Board:

We now have a good fundraising committee of 6 members, and we are contemplating on having another fundraiser for GDUI.  We are looking into the possibility of working with Tricia, of Blind Girl Designs.  There will be items such as T-shirts, golf shirts, sweats, a jacket with a hoody, a tote bag, and a blanket.   

We are sending questions to Sarah Calhoun n, she will be the one who will then speak with Tricia, of Blind Girl Designs.

Afterwards, Sarah and I will be working with Tricia to see how we can come up with fun designs for GDUI.  We want everyone to like it so they will be happy to get the products

Stay tuned and we will give you updates on the progress.

Respectfully submitted,

Vickie Kennedy

***end***
Membership Committee Report
*Note*
I reached out to our door-prize winner twice but have not yet gotten her contact info.
Guide Dog Users, Inc. Membership Committee Report
The Guide Dog Users, Inc. (GDUI) Membership Committee continues to focus on member engagement, affiliate support, and strengthening connections within both GDUI and the broader ACB community.
On Saturday, May 9, the Membership Committee proudly hosted its first-year anniversary event, the “Mayday Madlib Mix and Mingle Celebration.” The event provided members and guests an opportunity to socialize, laugh, and connect through interactive activities and community fellowship. To ensure accessibility and allow additional members to participate, the event was later posted as a recording for everyone to enjoy.
The committee is also working on gathering information regarding how best to collect affiliate constitutions and organizational documents from GDUI affiliates. This effort is intended to help the committee better understand how individual affiliates operate so that we may more effectively assist with growth processes, organizational development, and fundraising ideas. By learning more about how affiliates function and structure themselves, the committee hopes to help strengthen local affiliates while supporting the continued growth of GDUI as a whole.
In addition, the committee is actively seeking ideas and topic interests for future GDUI events and programs. Efforts are also underway to explore additional ways to increase GDUI’s visibility and involvement within the larger ACB community through outreach, collaboration, and member participation. The Membership Committee would also like to recognize GDUI members Deana Noriega and Vicky Curly for their ACB Community program, “What’s Up with Your Pup,” and for helping bring additional guide dog related programming and conversation into the ACB community. We would also like to congratulate Deana Noriega, who won a door prize during the Mix and Mingle Mayday Madlib celebration event.
The Membership Committee will meet again in June. The committee will not meet in July, and at this time it is anticipated that additional GDUI events will most likely resume in August.
Warmly yours,
Patty L. Fletcher
Guide Dog Users Incorporated Membership Committee Chair

***end***

Membership Database Report
May 2026

Our current membership stands at:
Annual Members:222
Life Members:109
Total GDUI Membership:331
of that number we have 167 affiliate members.


Respectfully submitted,

Dixie Sanderson
Guide Dog Users Inc.
Membership Database Manager

***end***

Nominating Committee

The 2026 GDUI elections for President, 1st Vice-President, 2nd Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and 2 Director positions will be held from  Tuesday, October 20 at 9:00am eastern to Monday, October 26 at 5:00pm eastern.

We are looking for GDUI members to join the Nominations Committee.  Should a  member be interested in working with the Nominations Committee, please send an email to: Elections@GuideDogUsersInc.org expressing your interest in joining the committee.

During the March 2026 GDUI Board meeting a question was asked about the percentages of telephonic votes in the prior GDUI election.  In particular  what were the numbers of touch-tone call-in votes, as well as what was the percentage of votes submitted through the live operator option.

According to Vote now, in October 2025, 15 members voted by the automated telephone system.  No members selected the live operator option.  The 15 votes were 13% of your total votes for the election (117).

Our operator phone option is included at no charge in all our elections.  If you decided to not have us build the custom programmed touchtone system, that would save you about $750 in the upcoming vote due to the “human” programming required for that - we do not use AI yet. 

Please keep in mind that the operator system is not available 24/7, but from 9-5pm EDT Monday through Friday.

Respectfully Submitted,
GDUI 2026 Nominations Committee
Dixie Sanderson, Chair
Lynn Merrill, Member

***end***

Program Committee Report
Good early Wednesday morning GDUI members and friends. It has been quite a busy few months for me and our committee as we have done our best to try and put together the best possible program for both the virtual as well as the in person part of our ACB convention this year.  I am happy to share that we do have all of our presenters accounted for and everything has been turned into the proper powers that be so as to hopefully have a smooth virtual as well as in person convention. I am even happier to share that we are going to have two winetasting sessions during the in person part of the convention. One will be Sunday evening at 5 PM central and the next will be on Wednesday at 5 PM central. I am very pleased that Gabriel will be sharing his knowledge not only on wine but some champagne information as well.  Of course we have our highly anticipated Guide Dogs school update session and I am pleased to share that we have several schools that will be presenting that have never presented before. We will be hearing from Occupaws as well as the mirror foundation. We have many others that have also agreed to take part. We have a session with three different schools that have a mobility program in place for students graduates and in one case anyone who might be interested. We have a session on driverless cars that I’m sure will be very entertaining for us to learn about. We also will be having a session on unusual jobs where we will be hearing from a person who plays in the symphony as well as another who works at the St. Louis zoo and I will be sharing about my dog training experience. Speaking of dogs, we will also have a, Best in breed, session where we will get to hear from handlers who have just about every imaginable dog that is used for Guide training. This will be a lighthearted sharing of the attributes of an individual breed and Why each handler really loves him or her. We mustn’t forget the one that I am so looking forward to. That is when we will get to hear from  Hava Hegenbarth who has been so very generous to GDUI throughout the years. We will also be presenting awards during that session and drawing for the five wonderful dogs in harness.  We will also be meeting for an informal breakfast on Monday morning at the red kitchen which is located inside the hotel. I realized that I have not included any dates for each session so let me do that for you now. The Guide Dogs school session will take place on July 16 starting at 11:30 AM central time and going till around 2:15. The session with these three schools that have mobility programs will take place on July 17 starting at 1 PM central time. The driverless car session will start at 2:30 PM central time.  For the in person part of the convention, we will have the Barco lounge open from Saturday through Tuesday starting at 10 AM and closing at 5 PM. We will have a wine tasting at 5 PM on Sunday, 26th of July. We will have an informal breakfast at the red kitchen on Monday, 27 July starting at 7 AM. We  We will have The, Best inbreed, session starting at 5 PM central time on Monday the 27th. We will have the session on unusual jobs at 5 PM on Tuesday the 28th. Our final session will take place on Wednesday starting at 1 PM with Hava. We will also be having another wine tasting at 5 PM on Wednesday.  My apologies for not being able to make the meeting, but I certainly will answer any questions anyone might have. Please feel free to reach out.
All the Lords blessings from Vicki and Eastwood   

***end***

Treasurer’s Report

Hi Everyone,

Between some relatives unexpectedly visiting from Croatia this week (a good surprise!) and then assisting my parents today with some errands which have taken much longer than expected such that I am still traveling back home, I will need to defer submitting the March and April Treasurer's Reports in writing until after the board meeting for acceptance at the August meeting. I can verbally provide a summary of this and PR on Saturday. Thank you for your understanding.

With gratitude,
Maria


